ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
FORTIETH SENATE

NINTH SESSION

OCTOBER 20, 2010

RESOLUTION #4009
To Remove Abstentions from Counting Toward the Total Number of Votes

SPONSORED BY: Keegan Schulz, Senator College of Natural Sciences; Tommy Taylor, Senator
College of Agricultural Sciences; Samantha Raso, Director of Diversity and
Outreach; Jordan Von Bokern, Director of Finance; Chase Eckerdt, Director of
Community Affairs; Tim Sellers, Controller

WRITTEN BY: Taylor Jackson, Scott Hanley, Tyler Witter
ENDORSED BY: Cooper Anderson, ASCSU President
WHEREAS: Due to recent confusion over the definition of an abstention, the bylaws require

clarification; and,

WHEREAS: Abstentions should be considered as removal of oneself from a vote and
endorsing neither side; and,

WHEREAS: The voter relinquishes their rights and denies the rights of their constituents to
representation by a vote of abstention; and,

WHEREAS: The outcome of a vote should be determined by those actually taking a stance on
the issue, not those removing themselves from the vote; and,

WHEREAS: The national and state governments do not use abstentions.

THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED

That Article IV, Section N of the Senate Bylaws be amended to state,
“All bills and resolutions, unless otherwise specified in the Constitution or these bylaws, shall require a
single majority vote for passage, where the majority is of the present voting membership excluding
abstentions.”
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